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Hmwoursy Topay, was invited to atdend
the |l1r||.rgu:m']ia.n. afri'm Bochasanewasi Shri
Akshar Purushottom Swaminaragan San
stha { BAFS} Shri Swaminareyan Mandic in
EJﬂﬂn-rd, a suburh of Houston, Texas Yooi
Jopendranstha accompanied Bodhinatha
for the coents from July 23 fo 26, 2004, and
shires a first-hand accound.

E WERE AMKIOLUS TD SEE THE

iemple but firél found ourselves
arrivimg at the Staflord Performing

Arts Centre. We vwere nshered quick

ly intp v ballroom through o large crowd
of people, many of whom were dressed in
elegant, traditicnn]l Hindu atbire. Dozens
ol bright-myed sedhur greeted Bodhinatha
with reversnl nomaskaros as we mode our
way o our seals. Many more sadhus were
seated on the Hoor next 1o 1, behind whom
ware another 2 000 Hindos, ag well az o
handful of local dignitaries seabed nearby in
chairs. & number of sadhus were assembled
rm stage amid harmoniums, tablas, synthe
sizers and microphones, singing devotional
somgs with utberly beautiful voices. Cianl
projectar soreens fanked the stape on bath
sides. This wes the kirton aradhana, one of
severnl evenis held al the Stafford Cendre
during the aptly mamed Festival of Irspim
tigms around the opening of the new Shri
Swaminarayan Mandir of Creater Hozston,

H HINOUISM TOOAT

After enjoving the bhajons for o while,
v were oflered a visit o the temple. We
were firsl laken io the original hoveli, the
large worship hall built years ago. We ar
rivedd ab the very moment the imal svening
arcli wos shown. Among a dozen or s
sadfus progtrating and quistly singing ~Jai
Swaminarayan,” the sedhu-priest showed
1% the arati. Sadho Vishwamuortides, one of
many sadhur freveling with His Divine Ho
liness Pramukh Swami Maharaj, lesder of
BAPS, on his almost six-month tour af the
Uhited Stntes, England ard Africa, Hed red
amd yellow strings around our wrists, a sign
of brotherhood and probection, and gove usa
short introduction io the Swaminarayan phi
ksophy. He seneed our desine (o see the new
iemple nno msked our escort b take s there

When we arrived in fronl of the Emple a
[ mimste=s later, v were filled with owe 2=
we loaked upon quite passibly the most in
tricately carved stone gem we hod ever ssen.
As we approached the temple and walked
up the steps, we discovered thal every inch
of stone was carved with astonishing detail.
It toaok 1 o few moments in foomt of the g3
oot -by- 125 [oot- by-74-fopt-iall edifice o
regain our benrings and remember that we
were in 1ems

Eedor Thakkar, o g0-year-old softwnre
engineer who tock two months off from his
joby b hedp build the temple, gave uw= our
tonar af the comstruction site. He old s that
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BAPS hod hired a tmam of some 1,500 ar
tizans acres Morth India to carve the e
imporied Turkish limestone and lialian
marble before the siones were packed in
containers and shipped b Houston for os
semnbly. Sixty-sighl artisans had come from
India io expertly fit the stones logether, and
aboul 175 devolees from near and far had
recently come o cantribuie time and labor
in the temple construction. Cnly with this
infprmation coudd we believe that sich an
amazing. detniled, traditional wark, all in
stome, was done in only 17 manths, Mot only
that, but two weeks lnter another temple
just like this e, built according bo o similar
timeline, was to be opened in Chicagn!
Limestone and marble dust covered the
Hoar. Stone workers and voluniesrs were
everywhene, palishing, applying finishing
tmches—even doing some lest-mimite sione
fitting and mingr carving with millimeter
precision—sweeping away chonks of mck
ad other constroction debris and prepar
ing shrines for the Deilies o be installed in
st bwen daes. We stood moved by the bean
ity of the countless pillars, fligreed arches,
decomtive ceilings, domes and glisiening
:|1-:||.'||:|.u|:|.r.-5. arnd moved more 5o by the love,
dedication and focus of so many volunesrs
for whom helping build a temple, oot just
contribute fnancially, bat in the physical
construction, was quile possibly the great
et oppariunity to serve their guro that
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theyr would sver have Later, Sadbu Vishea
murtidas explained tows, “Sweat, blood, that
it whal has created this temple, right from
ihe beginning. We donll hove millionaizes
who come here and sy, Hese's two million
dipllars o build the lemple” 1 dossnl hap
pen thal way. In f&ci, the people who give
the most are thote who marn the least ™

When we returned io the temple on
ihe morning of July 24 our cor made ifs
way through tratfic barriers, around seco
rily puards ond theough colorful crowds
pasting by mows of gianl genemiors and
bundles of temporary ducts [eeding elec
iricity ‘and cool air into a medley of build
imgs and l=oks. ‘We were whisked inside
ihe “Saints Only” entrance to the back of
a folly enclosed white tent of memmoth
propertions. We sat on the side of the siage
among o hand of oeoge-clad sadhus who
were chéerving their gum, Pramukh Swea
mi Maharaj, performing his morning pujs
ic a small jewel-encusted Harikrishna
murti thal accompanies him wherever hr-
poe=. We looked over io a veritable sea ¢
pemple who had come o atiend the evenis

Alfer Ih-lr.-u;m Framokh Swami Mohamj
84, walked pently toward vus oz if Aoating
on & cinsd, o formally grest 15 for the: Arsi
time He tied sirings on our wrisis and ap
piliz=d urmbzm and rice o onr foreheads, all
in @ Apod of photographers’ flashes and TV
ramera lights. His blevsngs wers palpable

Thai aflernoon devoles: spithared o pa
radle the temples Deities on elaboralely dec
orzied floats through the streets of Stafiond
a city of 18,008 st southwest of Housion
We and ithe sadhus joined for the last leg
of ihe jonrney :'rl'.u'n; F. Dulles High School
io the temple a fewr mil=s mmy. Hesidends
from near and far Aocked o the streets 1o
witness this magnificent display of Hindo

culivre r\r|'||r1r with children in elabomi=
festive outfils expertly dancing, singing and
chanling along Ihr-vln' The number of peo
pil= both joining in amd ohterving the pamd=
were far oo mumenme o coamnl.

Finally, the hig dav arrived. Early in the
morning of July 25 we were token io the
grant |=al where Prammukh Swami Mokamj
was initiating siv youmg men into amdhes life
Being monks morsebves, we were nspired to
s this large, well establiched monastc o
ey Eoer opmin, noes o an impressive boial
of 722 sadhbus. The slmosphere wos inteme
and full of support and inspimtion, e well
25 some emotion on the part of the hithers |
Beep in the heart of Texas: fop to botfom
afier an ||:$:I|n:n,~:r speach o an asvembly
of thousends, US Houve Majority Leader
Congressman Tom Delay, grocts Promakh
Swrami; stick doncers pui on an tmpressive
vhmn r.'un.ll;; q F-I.'ud'.n: ri'lr-.mgf: Stafford. =
oowoboy on & baucking horse at the Howsion

Rodeo in March, o more 1'!.rpirai' Texan eceni




who joined their sors on slage o officially
refeace them into their oew life I wms an
murepicion hepinning o ihe day thol worship |

womid afficially, ceremonionsdy commence in

ihe new iemple before 7 000 witnesses who
had gathered hers from all arond the wordd.
Cammeamen wers soattered hers and there
fdlowed by large cables leading ouidoors
ioa :|'.h|:r|n|:|r TV studio and saiellibe wplink
truck from whers the days svents were be
ing broadcast live to viewers in 152 coun

iries s well os io the thousands in the giant |

fend et o the temple who wers walching

the commonies on large projector soreens. |

Moving io the temple Saipng Bodhinaihs
Veylanswami was given a =at just in front of
one of the main shrices Pramukh Swami
Maharnj arrived and siood belore the cen
tral zanctum for a moment of dorshan before
taking his seal. He then performed the rile

u[rmrhpmluf#fm inwhich he imoked and |
welromed Lord Swaminzmayan and made |

the tracitionnl pujs offerings, inchading wa
ter, rice, incense and bngys Amidst pandits

aneld sadhus chanting ver== from the Vedas |
amd other scriptures, Framokh Swami Ma- |

|'n.|:_| arcse and entersd the shrines, there
fo tomch and mysticelly breathe life into the
murtis. The final arati was performed as
he, several senior sadbus and Bodhinatha
simuliznecushy showed Baming oil lnmps o
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all the Deities. The femple was now alive
ihe Ciods fully pr=test to bl= all who would

ever visil them in their now sanctified home

To undersiond all the Deifies present in
this wooderful Emple. it is nece@ary ooun
derstand a bit about the Swaminarayan phi
by, The Swaminormean Sampracays we
fommded by Lord Swaminareyan | Sahajamsnd
Swami, 1751=1530) on December 41, 1501
It belongs o the Vaishnaa imdition, one of
foner main denominations of the Hindo redi

| Erom It focuses b= faith on liberation |.‘I'l|:ﬂ.lE!'l
| total devotion, bhakti, to the Suprems Cod
developed thregh dharma (righteowines],
jmanz | wizdom] .'l.nd.mimmm {detachumend ],

The swetic-l=d Bochosprwasi Shn Ak
shar Forushoiitam Seaminamyan Sanstha
(BAPPS], based in Bochasan and Ahmedahad
Cujarat, is one of three groups within the

| Swaminarnyan Sampradaya. The others are

a houscholder led group with two achargss
mach Lthe head of his oan dioceses in the bine

Due to these Sadhus, Our Future Is Bright

BAPS guru clarifies common misconceptions about renunciate life

“ﬂﬂml‘lﬂ‘fm

.‘{nﬂm

Hix Dioine Flolmess
Swwmi Moharaj given on

l'hl.- SCnaEon a{n saclha inshiation

rite held on October 26, 1955,

-I:H:J"F.E I.P'mbll-'ﬂm.lnl:] Emuale

.l.l'u:] sineses, ancl tread s E:"Udrﬁ?h

F-IJ]'J i nol a trivial matier. T
iy oy virtuoos youthe from noble
and respectiul fmikes have become
sadla. I & only ofier thoughiful con
sideration that they have seoped forth
omfn this nehle path.

The mare we encourage those who
walk this path, the more progress
we will 50 in society. The life of a
howmsholder is such thal oo matier
b wivong his good intentions. man

becomies entnngled in the web of worldly activitess; (s, he is
urahle o engmge in spiritsaliy and social service os mch as he
wontld wish. For thote noble souls who dessine o sacrifios (heir lves
for the pood of society, thene i oo better wey than the path of e

e lnnnlnnm!

munciation. Sedlam are able to affer devotion 1o God and al the
same time give ther services for tke benehil ol society

= iy o dissmade their children from &
lowing it mle el

:n._'r'mg_. "It would make us lock had

in society.” That is hard to belisve. If your son were o olles
the: woy of vice, if he became o drunkard, il he engoged in
ELI’J'.EF'.'!:I’II:IIIII:II] activities, that woudd nu'l.nm}l.' mnhz
vour [amily and vour commmmity bk bad Bin d’hewn.l.h.lhe
path of Giod and offers devotion, then ymor name is made even

Some may == thal these young men are becoming sacdlus
becanise they had nothing to eat st bome Here, no one has
become a sedhba motivaied by hunger pangs. You all know that
youmy men from Americn and LIIH*III'I.HEIIH!I.EL‘HEIDHE
oo sad '.'lrli.l:n' al those receiving incliation age engineers

hmne&dlhddvh#ﬂyqtlh&dwdxlmnﬂ

other graduaies here might have been vexy nseful working for
our nation—and they

are becoming ssdbus! Bud all the proke=

sionals who become sadhus will nccomghish o lnmdred million

fime= more work in thesr liftime as a ssdba than they could bee
accomplished in thedr
malioms work swill be done wilhout these engineers? There will

mever bera shorfage of people for these worldly tasks. That work

ive Fiedels "H“qul:iﬁtml'ﬂﬁm

H NINOEWIEM TOODAT

JANUART/FEBAUARY/MANCH, 2005



IR TINN]

Blessings: Pramukh Siwami fies o string
reproseniing brotherfood and protec

tion around Hixpurss Tooay publisher
Saiguru Bodhinaths Veylanoami’y usrist;
j’u’r?ﬂﬂ. Harezsh Fatel and olkers show nadi
vidual aratis during the murti protishiba

known ns His divine abode, or Akshardham.
Lord Swaminorayen declared that He woudd
reside fully in His succetsor, Gonatitanand
Swami, and be etermally present on Earih
through every spiritnal gurs in his soeces
sion. Thus, &= the insages has pased from
the hands of Gunatitanend Swami (1755
1867, 1o Bhapuis Mahamj (1820-15q7), o
Shastriji Maharj {1565-1551), to Yogip Ma
bamj { 1852~1571) and o Pmmukh Swami
Maharn [ 1g21-], cach has been reganded
by devoless as an incaroation of Alkshar
brahman, the Lord® ideal devoles in aduom
the Lomd resides fully

Lord Swamimamayan and (Gunatitamand
Swami are enshrined in the middle of the
main sanciom of the emple. T the right is
CGhanshyam Maharj (Lond Swaminarayans
childhood persomal, and to the lelt @& Losd

of Lord Svwarminermyant two nephews, head
gquari=red in Ahmedabad and Vadial, =
spectively, and the escetic-led Shres Swami

marayan Cadi Sansthan, hetsd in Maninagar.

The source of the tremendous guro

bhalkti of BAPS devolees it ni the very
center of their philsophy: the concept of
Purushottam {Lond Swaminamyan), who
it Farahmhman, or the Sspreme Clod, and
Abcharbrnhman, Hit ideal desvoles alio

Harikrishna, olong with Radha end Krishoa
in the form of the fuie player. Behind this

| cenlrm sanctum ane small shrines or each

gurn in the lineage Mear the eotmoce to
the iemple thers i a shrine for Sive, Farat

will me=ver coene o a halt Bot ioday, our soctety has a desper
ate: nemed for people to perform thal most fosdamestal wark,
which iz the development of charncier: Think aboud it I we
oiffer much talented, ilhrnous young men from soosty at the
haky St of God, they will do such great work that thousands
ufcllwsmllhzmspndbbmmrgtmd.

Today many of our children migmte o foegn lands. We
are mable io even set ey on them, We lme contact with
themn —mot even a letter! Yot oor life poes on. W should be
simakarly glad if our son walks on such a noble path of remzn
ciation. Then, if we can poi understand thad our sonis siiting
in a plare even greater America! He & in Alshamibom
wilh {Zod, in Gods service And whal o grest thing thal i, or
in Crocls paloce, misery does nol exist!

From a small fomily, he is now enleriog a bage famibe:
From one small commmity, he moves o a very lerps ane
the commumnity of the entire workd becomes his. They begin

AATERY RaFs

i el the upu.l:ui.m notion of Vesudhsiva betumbakom, E
“the w W‘EI'HEII'I"-‘[HII.I‘]'-" l'nr-utl'lu':..llu “ene= ard E
mry baother” or “me ard my wife” they see I'l-r_l,rl:u'l.d =

that Whereas for the sadbu '.|.h= entire world it mine All Growth: Promoklh Sicamd o with wix s Fans nfrcr rides u_ll'lr:lmm

thaee= |ivirgg in the workd are oy . arx] [ want iodo

imi Houvton nﬂjuf{,luipﬂ FI'El'l'h:l ike temple ti.ﬂl.ﬂhm

poued io Uhem all.” I:lr&:d.lnﬂl:l i ki s o [ wacilc
cazme

50, if nmyome [rom s Samily wishes io ke thes path, you should
bappily offer vour blesimgs. Ty, spiritoal wellare will be the =
ward for thote who fake this path. Mo one will soffer a los in this
enderoor

Oiffen parents are mob overly concerned i their son mins his lile
in bad company, but il he walks an the path to God they become
worrisd, “What will become of him? Will he ke i thers? Will
b be all right™ But when the parenis get their son married, do

they nol worry about quedions like © Wﬂl}ne-llh-. il or nol? Dig e
even ask him? Mothing ke that ever happens. We simply impme
it 1igpon him and worry aboi Lhrn:rcmcg;::neﬂ]nm The thought
“Will vout like it in @ forsipgn coumiry ool cross our mimd
Therelore, this E:h will alsn be agresable to him. I be 15 spiriio
ally inclined, if he destives o walk on this path, then we should
very enthusinstically offer him oi the feet of God. What he will be
ahie 0 accomplish 24 home, he will be able to acoomplith fen mil
lion-fold if he walks on ihis path

JANUARLY/FEBREUARY/MARCI,
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and Clanesha on the left, aod ancther for
Sitn, Roma and Hamiman on the TLg

Alter the murti inlrrlu'hlhr.' Crrema
camplete, crowd Ihmr:.-"rl in o wy L
minded s on -
of India on
o wanted an opportuoity
the uplifting spirsiual vihm
instnlled and empowered
tiful temple Hoosions lempemie climate al
lenars this templ= to be open-air, unlile most
other iemples in the West. All of this con
phed weith the humcdied Hrrlrﬂ;ﬂalu.lﬁ

| outside under the hol

could st 2 well have beeni

Tt final e he o
ingide the gand air-com
io the tempk or sachus gave
speeches ind mii and Hinei, and
Bodhinatha Veylanswami gave o tal
ing Prommbkh Seami Mahamj and hes temple
building
a% the Shr

ch in turn brings greater harmony inig
eir homes which in burn creates gresfer
e and umity within the commmmity.”
ol digmataries were present on slage
and were inviled to add
. The chiel guest vas Congressman
Majorily Leader of the 108th
the Uiniled Siates, whote con
stituenry inchmies pusiion arem (s
1':r|".i-r'.l 1 =d Nohert E Herbert, the
{ Fort Bend County, and the
syl Geteanl of Inckin. H.u.u_"rn..'; Shri
5.1. Tayal. Beginning his spesch with a mus
g " [ad Swami nerayan. mpresiman. Delmy
affirmed the proenis religicus fressdom
i all creeds that pol down
and remarked that “the combination of ar
chilectural skill and po
this mandir honors nol only the fath that
il will serve bt alen the commumaty it wall
bemstify.” Before concludin
"Et ht - Pramukh Swami Maharai, :
“ - bemstiful tracfitional blue and red Gojarati
st “I“g t'ﬂ Fllg "'H | outfits danced with great fervor o ensrpetic
{ | Indion de

-|-_._ i
= -

: ].ra.r.1 mittzng
prneraiion it ol
the J;'l'i-l'mr.'. of 1]'.|- :'nl.r:.l' Pramukh Ssa
mi Moharaj and his sedho minsters. One
ol the ways they are eruring thad this hap

mye on fuly 24 the templs lit mogically
wight Hn.u- ton youth honor Promukh
Es ol i-'; chd




Oaths of a Swaminarayan Devotee

Following strict daily disciplines reaps rewards of guru’s grace and spiritual progress

COORDING TD
the basic phi

lniu'qumh}-nl'ﬂt

Shri Aldhar Ponshot
tam Seaminorzyan
Samcihn | BAFS], the
purposs ol all sodfass
{spiritual disciplines) i
striving to plense and
recenve the grace of the
g, for only by the
grace of Lhe gura can
ome attain Ebemtion
froem the cycle aff birth
and death,

All the practice of
BAIS members ans
afmed ot expre=ming the
Hindu ideals of ratys
{inusth}, doyn {compas
wemn |, ahimsa | nomvio
kence], brnfmacharys
:cel:]:nr:.f:lnlﬂm
{nom=ieabing|, which are
five al the Vedsc yema
:n:imgar:lm Hirehn
Emi code of conchect
me=mhers {nke an cath
to ahide by eleven de=
ciphine: 1. Mo violenoe
mot io abuse, hurt or
kzll amyones, not even an
imeeci; 2 Mo aduliery:
ot lo commit adultery,
o asociale overmach
with the apposite sex;
4 Mo memal: not ko et
ghevived from animal

ic drinks or tnke medi
cinet cominining alrohd; 5 Mo
Suppression: nok (o ssppness
v take adwmntage of hedp

less peaple, such as widows;

6. Mo sancide: not bo commii
or even conlemplate suscids;
= Mo thelt: not o sieal or
even pick a fower withou
the owners permission: 5 Mo
shnder not o backbite or
malign the charscier or il of
anpther; . Mo vilificatson: oot

Giving blessings: Framukh Swami Mo
ing the mmerti pratichiha |'r|:|p_:l and youth

b spenk againe other Deities
or religions, bt lo respect all
fuiths; 10, Mo impority: mot io
inke focd which i impure, not
prepared with fillered water
or prepared by unknown
hanels {all Sewaminumyean devwn
tees also avoid sating oreons
and garhck 11. MNo othestic
astociation: not 1o keep the
compary of athests or lend
anes ears o kectures given by

j Hosven membery in the temple dur:
rrrbgﬂ specind dwy decoted fo them

In order o progress an the
paih, BAPS devoles: also en
gage in spiritunl practices thai
s the highes ideals ol
dharma {righteomsnes], foana
{wizdom], ngira {detach
miemt | aned Bhakti (devotion).
These inclxde: refmeining
from addiction o nicotines,

marmiladning @ Sente
of m=pect for parents
and elders; donating
cme-tenlh or cne-twen
tieth of their earnings
b the orpanization;
meaching the scriptores
of the Svaminarayan
Sampradayn daily;
attending weskly
spritual disconmses
and atcemblins; [asing
on Elmcdachi, the alev.
enih day of sach half
of sach lunar momh;
siriving o develop
attachment only 1o
o and not 1o male
rial things; personally
perfonming pujs every
morming afler irg
an belore sating ar
drinking anything: af
tending daily amhi in
the mandir or ot hame
offesing food o Cod
bedore eating. chanting
the Svaminarnyan man
tra dhaily; perfarming
mendal worship of Ciod
and the yur; singing
devotional songs regu-
karly; going regulurly to
the nearby mandir for
dardhan of the Deities:
pesionming regular seva
pediflers wppvice, in the
organizalions activities;
peiting iop=ther with
the entire family daily
fow & half-hour of prayer;
soriphuml rru.dmg;nn:l

shermive
list of the basic practices

of Swaminareyan fllos

ers it found within the 212
verses of the Shikshopaird, a
soriphure writien by Lord

conchoct for His followers. Vst
bt wrww shikshapulri.org,
uk! for an online moltimeds
presentation of the scripione

JARUANY/ FEBRUABT/MANCOH,
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Oaths of a Swaminarayan Devotee

Following strict daily disciplines reaps rewards of guru’s grace and spiritual progress

COORDING TD
the basic phi

lniu'qumh}-nl'ﬂt

Shri Aldhar Ponshot
tam Seaminorzyan
Samcihn | BAFS], the
purposs ol all sodfass
{spiritual disciplines) i
striving to plense and
recenve the grace of the
g, for only by the
grace of Lhe gura can
ome attain Ebemtion
froem the cycle aff birth
and death,

All the practice of
BAIS members ans
afmed ot expre=ming the
Hindu ideals of ratys
{inusth}, doyn {compas
wemn |, ahimsa | nomvio
kence], brnfmacharys
:cel:]:nr:.f:lnlﬂm
{nom=ieabing|, which are
five al the Vedsc yema
:n:imgar:lm Hirehn
Emi code of conchect
me=mhers {nke an cath
to ahide by eleven de=
ciphine: 1. Mo violenoe
mot io abuse, hurt or
kzll amyones, not even an
imeeci; 2 Mo aduliery:
ot lo commit adultery,
o asociale overmach
with the apposite sex;
4 Mo memal: not ko et
ghevived from animal

ic drinks or tnke medi
cinet cominining alrohd; 5 Mo
Suppression: nok (o ssppness
v take adwmntage of hedp

less peaple, such as widows;

6. Mo sancide: not bo commii
or even conlemplate suscids;
= Mo thelt: not o sieal or
even pick a fower withou
the owners permission: 5 Mo
shnder not o backbite or
malign the charscier or il of
anpther; . Mo vilificatson: oot

Giving blessings: Framukh Swami Mo
ing the mmerti pratichiha |'r|:|p_:l and youth

b spenk againe other Deities
or religions, bt lo respect all
fuiths; 10, Mo impority: mot io
inke focd which i impure, not
prepared with fillered water
or prepared by unknown
hanels {all Sewaminumyean devwn
tees also avoid sating oreons
and garhck 11. MNo othestic
astociation: not 1o keep the
compary of athests or lend
anes ears o kectures given by

j Hosven membery in the temple dur:
rrrbgﬂ specind dwy decoted fo them

In order o progress an the
paih, BAPS devoles: also en
gage in spiritunl practices thai
s the highes ideals ol
dharma {righteomsnes], foana
{wizdom], ngira {detach
miemt | aned Bhakti (devotion).
These inclxde: refmeining
from addiction o nicotines,

marmiladning @ Sente
of m=pect for parents
and elders; donating
cme-tenlh or cne-twen
tieth of their earnings
b the orpanization;
meaching the scriptores
of the Svaminarayan
Sampradayn daily;
attending weskly
spritual disconmses
and atcemblins; [asing
on Elmcdachi, the alev.
enih day of sach half
of sach lunar momh;
siriving o develop
attachment only 1o
o and not 1o male
rial things; personally
perfonming pujs every
morming afler irg
an belore sating ar
drinking anything: af
tending daily amhi in
the mandir or ot hame
offesing food o Cod
bedore eating. chanting
the Svaminarnyan man
tra dhaily; perfarming
mendal worship of Ciod
and the yur; singing
devotional songs regu-
karly; going regulurly to
the nearby mandir for
dardhan of the Deities:
pesionming regular seva
pediflers wppvice, in the
organizalions activities;
peiting iop=ther with
the entire family daily
fow & half-hour of prayer;
soriphuml rru.dmg;nn:l

shermive
list of the basic practices

of Swaminareyan fllos

ers it found within the 212
verses of the Shikshopaird, a
soriphure writien by Lord

conchoct for His followers. Vst
bt wrww shikshapulri.org,
uk! for an online moltimeds
presentation of the scripione
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BAPS: -4 Glcrbal Organization

Thousands of volunteers and 722 sadhus run hundreds of temples in 45 countries

HE BOCHASANWAST SHRA]

m-ud’rpunlm] S, vl
meical, educational | womers,
scizl and irdal core and el
wrrk through an impresie
giotl network of A enmples

and e o, Do ceriers.

The Samiha is based in
Ciujaral, Il and drews
miast of its membership from
that commumity. Members
follow @ stvict and reward
ing religious: fif=tde The
orpEniztion hes 720 sodfus
and opprovimately 52 000
registered volunteers, plus
anather million prople who

atiend the iemples and foflos
the codes of o Seaminemyan
devoles. Yohmbesrs donaie
twehve million hoors anmw
ally, giving BATS the ahality
o operale a prodigioss List of
socio-spirilual scthbies | visid
wwrw S wm i narayan org for a
complels list}, inchding a com
paign against addictions such
as smoking, drinking and dnmgs

Large exhihitsons in temple
complexs=:. as well o5 mobile
exhibitions disployed in schoobk:.
factorie=. village squares, f[irs,
railwary statioms and private
Functions, excplain Hindu
philosophy and the adherma
of addiction and contribote
greatly io the bong laéing sue
e of thete compoigns armmd
the world

hiﬂl-lﬁ A new I!rl:rq:lr m::l'n:n:l'lrnl!ed in Chicago in August {left ) _fn:lﬂm.rm:l'b-gl wnother in Lenasia, South .ﬂ,‘m in September
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