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earn a million dollars or more for each of their
paintings, which might take them just about a
week or a month to paint. So money can be
earned pretty quickly, even if not exactly instantly.

Chintan: Is that so? An artist may paint a
canvas in one month – but it has taken many
years of learning, training and practice. So,
would you say that the painting took one
month, or is the result of many years of effort? 

Falgun: Um, well, that depends... but
Michael Jordan used to get millions for each
NBA series. He earned US $35 million in 2004. 

Chintan: He earned it with his single-mind-
ed dedication and devoting his life to the game.
Each game is the work of a lifetime. It is not
just the couple of hours on court; it’s the sum
total of all the hours of hard work – the practice
– that have gone before. He doesn’t play the
game just when you’re watching – he’s at it all
day, throughout the year, for many years. It’s
like an exam, where you prepare for a year, but
the exam’s over in only a couple of hours.  

Falgun: So it’s like the instant coffee – you
don’t see the effort that has gone into getting
those results, so you feel that it’s an ‘instant’
earning or an instant solution? 

Chintan: Right. And let me add, getting mok-
sha is the same! There is no instant moksha, no
shortcut to liberation. There’s only one way for it. 

Falgun: What is that? 
Chintan: Find a guru! A true guru, like Pra-

mukh Swami Maharaj. And then follow the
guru. In following the guru’s wishes and com-
mands, it sometimes seems that following one
wish makes him happier than following his
other wishes. But it’s probably the result of all
your spiritual pursuits and devotion – not just a
few actions.

Falgun: But sometimes, Swamishri seems to
become pleased with a devotee for some small
act of devotion or service, and gives an instant
reward. Isn’t that unfair on others who might
have done much more service or devotion? 

Chintan: You might feel that someone gets
instant rajipo – God’s or Swamishri’s blessings –
for some small effort or contribution. But it’s
probable that we have not seen the earlier hard
work that satsangi might have done. We’re see-
ing just the tip, not the full iceberg, of his or
her seva. Only God or the true Sadhu knows
how much each devotee is deserving of moksha. 

Falgun: So, the only short cut to moksha is
pleasing God and guru?

Chintan: That’s right. The short cut isn’t
really short, and might not be easy, but it’s the
only way that can take you there! 

◆



Pramukh Swami Maharaj’s

16 May to 9 June 2008
Sarangpur
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29 May 2008, Sarangpur
Swamishri performed the murti-pratishtha

rituals of pujan and arti of murtis for the BAPS
hari mandir in Amroli, Surat. Swamishri conse-
crated the murtis of Akshar-Purushottam
Maharaj, Radha-Krishna Dev, Hanumanji, Gana-
patiji and Guru Parampara and blessed Sunilb-
hai, his brothers and other devotees.

Swamishri also consecrated a Shivling that
would replace the old one in the Ganapatiji’s
shrine in Sarangpur mandir. 

1 June 2008, Sarangpur; Yogi Jayanti
Swamishri was in a happy, divine mood

because it was Yogi Jayanti. While Swamishri
was doing darshan and pradakshina of the
Smruti Mandir, the sadhus sang “Yogi ãvo te
rang mune shid lagãdyo…” and played kartal.
After reaching the puja stage Swamishri was
given the kartal and he devotionally played
them before the murti of Yogiji Maharaj.

During puja sadhus sang bhajans in praise of
Yogiji Maharaj. Thereafter Swamishri blessed
the Yogi Jayanti assembly, “ Yogiji Maharaj often
sang ‘Hãji bhalã sadhu…’ He would sway while
singing, absorbed in the murti of Maharaj. He
possessed all divine virtues. He was the living
form of God. There were no fallacies in him.
Once, while he was travelling to a village he
could not get any water to offer Thakorji along

the way. When he came across a river he bathed
Thakorji in its cool waters, offered water and
prayed for forgiveness. He was forever absorbed
in Bhagwan’s murti, service and bhakti. He
never got angry at all. It was not in his dictio-
nary. He was indifferent to honour and insult.
He never thought ill of anyone. He always
uttered, ‘May God do good of all.’

“We have got this human birth to become
aksharrup and offer bhakti to Purushottam. And
not to eat and enjoy worldly pleasures.” 

Swamishri was garlanded by senior sadhus
and in conclusion he performed the Yogi Jayanti
arti.

7 June 2008, Sarangpur; 58th Pramukh
Varni Din Celebration

Fifty-eight years ago today, Shastriji Maharaj
had appointed Narayanswarupdas as the presi-
dent of the BAPS. Senior sadhus honoured
Swamishri with a flower shawl and garlands.

After his morning puja Swamishri inaugurat-
ed a book on ‘Swaminarayan Sadhana’ by
Sadhu Brahmadarshandas.

9 June 2008, Sarangpur.
Swamishri performed the murti-pratishtha

rituals of pujan and arti of murtis for the BAPS
hari mandir in Dhobighat, a  suburb of Mahe-
sana. ◆

Yogi Jayanti assembly
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WAITS FOR DARSHAN
19 May 2008, Tuesday, Sarangpur

Every night when Swamishri retires to bed
sadhus come for his darshan. Tonight,
Swamishri was a little early. The sadhus were
singing the ritual chesta in the assembly hall, a
little distance away. On seeing only a few sad-
hus outside Swamishri enquired whether every-
one was late. The attendant sadhus replied that
everyone was singing the chesta and that they
would come shortly. So Swamishri sat patiently
waiting on his bed. Shortly, when all the sadhus
arrived Swamishri folded his palms and bid ‘Jai
Swaminarayan’ to all.

Swamishri waited to fulfil everyone’s wish
for darshan and furthermore, he, too, wished to
have darshan of the sadhus. Such is the glory
he has for all.

BHAGWAN GOES TO OTHER UNIVERSES
6 June 2008, Friday, Sarangpur

Viratswarup Swami asked Swamishri, “The
sadhaks were discussing that when Swamishri
sleeps he goes to another universe. What does
he do there?”

Swamishri replied, “I do not go. It is Bhag-
wan who goes and he does the work.” Then
Swamishri clarified further, “Because (all) have
love and attachment they see the form of  the
Sadhu, but in reality he is Maharaj. It is
Maharaj who goes (to other universes). Bhag-
wan is the all-doer. And he resides in the Sadhu
and that same Bhagwan goes to London, Ameri-

ca and everywhere. So it is Maharaj who goes
and he is the all-doer.”

CARING FOR AN AILING DEVOTEE
In a telephone conversation with Kothari

Satsangijivan Swami of Ahmedabad, Swamishri
said, “Ravjibhai* is ill. Did you go to meet him
and see how he is keeping?”

“Yes. Uptil now I have gone two to three
times.”

“That’s fine. But ask him whether he requires
anyone to look after him. If he does, then make
the arrangements.”

Satsangijivan Swami replied, “I have asked
him but he said there was no need. He is a lot
better now. He said that since the day Bapa
rang me up and conveyed his blessings I’m get-
ting better. Otherwise I was unable to walk.”

Swamishri added, “Still ask him daily. And
how does he manage his meals?”

Satsangijivan Swami said, “We daily send a
lunch box from the mandir.”

Swamishri advised, “That’s fine but tell the
bhandari (sadhu who manages the kitchen) to
prepare food that he likes and is suitable for him.”

Satsangijivan Swami explained, “Ravjibhai
has never complained about his food.”

Swamishri clarified, “He may not do so, but
it is our duty to ask him what he prefers.”

Swamishri cares for a dedicated devotee and
for all in such detail. ◆

INSPIRING INCIDENTS: TRANSLATION: SADHU VIVEKJIVANDAS

Living With
SWAMISHRI

*Ravjibhai Patel is a dedicated devotee who has been offer-
ing honorary services to the BAPS for the past twenty years.



DOORS OPEN TORONTO EVENT 
BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir, Toronto

24-25 May 2008

Opinions
“All I can say is that if you only have time to visit one place on Doors Open make sure it is this one.
It is definitely worth a visit.”

- Christopher Hume, Toronto Star
“I feel very welcome here...It is not only breathtaking but whether you are of this religion or not, it
is really an emotional experience. It is awe-inspiring...”

- Nalini Sharma, Breakfast Television
“Intricate patterns and detail, stunning workmanship...both sacred and breathtaking at the same time” 

- Mike Wise, CBC News
“Thank you for allowing us to visit your beautiful Mandir. I am very impressed with the involve-
ment of the youngsters of your community.” - A visitor
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Doors Open Toronto is a yearly citywide
celebration where up to 150 Toronto

buildings of architectural, historic, cultural and
social significance open their doors to the public
for one weekend. The programme allows visi-
tors free access to properties that are either not
usually open to the public, or would normally
charge an entrance fee. Buildings that the
broader community might not know are open to
the public are also included. 

Participating buildings range from heritage
landmarks to modern structures and hidden gems
and more. The 2008 event was the ninth year the
City of Toronto has presented Doors Open. This
year’s theme was ‘Sacred Spaces’ and BAPS Shri
Swaminarayan Mandir in Toronto was selected to
be one of the premier buildings for 2008. 

Specially trained BAPS children and youth

tour volunteers were on hand from early in the
morning to welcome the visitors and to provide
tours of the mandir complex. 

Visitors were greeted by the parking volun-
teers. At the Mandir steps, spot guides briefed
them about the Mandir and provided guidelines
for a comfortable visit. 

In the centre foyer, visitors enjoyed traditional
and classical live music. During the on-going multi-
media presentation on the creation of the Mandir,
visitors also learned about the spiritual heritage and
traditions of India. They saw the uniquely designed
prayer hall and the intricately carved haveli. 

In the Mandir, visitors marvelled at the mag-
nificent hand carved stone and marble domes and
pillars. They also learned about the Hindu mode
of worship by witnessing the arti ritual. Many
guests also visited the educational and entertain-
ing Canadian Museum of Cultural Heritage of
Indo-Canadians and the Abhishek Mandapam.

After their visit many visitors also participat-
ed in a special tree-planting ceremony in hon-
our of ‘Green Spaces Day’ in Toronto. 

BAPS volunteers, young and old alike,
worked hand in hand to provide an unforget-
table experience for the visitors. More than
16,400 people of all walks of life came to visit
the Mandir during the two day event. ◆

B A P S N E W SBAPS NEWS



More than 30 members from the
Bal Mandals of Ahmedabad,

Mumbai and Delhi visited the different
schools of New Delhi and presented an
integrated programme of skits, speeches
and multimedia presentations giving
guidance to students on the ways of life.
The campaign started on 21 April and
concluded on 12 May. Over 18,000 stu-
dents thoroughly enjoyed and benefited
from this campaign. Students were
instructed in matters such as how to
think positively, evils of television and the
dangers of addictions. Teachers and par-
ents appreciated the efforts of these chil-

dren to inspire morality in youngsters.  ◆

MORALITY AWARENESS CAMPAIGN IN SCHOOLS
7 May 2008, New Delhi 

CHATURMAS NIYAMS
Extra Niyams for Devotees During Chaturmas

14 July to 9 November 2008

As instructed by Bhagwan Swaminarayan in the Shikshapatri and by the wish of guruhari
Pramukh Swami Maharaj, devotees should undertake extra spiritual observances through the four
holy months of chaturmas. This year chaturmas is from 14 July 2008 (Ashadh sud 11) to 9 November
2008 (Kartik sud 11). To please Bhagwan Swaminarayan and guruhari Pramukh Swami Maharaj, the
following extra observances should be undertaken:

1. One month dharna-parna, chandrayan, etc. or ek-tana during the month of Shravan (2 to 30
August 2008). 

2. Extra malas, dandvats, pradakshinas as per one’s faith. 
3. Daily read one extra Vachanamrut and five Swamini Vato. 
4. Read parts 1, 2 and 3 of Yogiji Maharaj's biography. 
5. Those who do not have a copy of Yogiji Maharaj's biography should read 'Yogicharitam'. 
6. In accordance with the wish of senior sadhus, read the book 'Jena Gune Rijhya Girdhari'. Also,

those who have facilities should listen to 'Pramukh Swami Maharaj's Amrutvani', Samput 12. 
7. Inspire five people to give up addictions, become satsangis, attend satsang sabha and conduct

a daily ghar sabha.
Note: During Chaturmas, devotees should not eat brinjals, white & red radish, sugarcane or mogri.

BAPS children after their presentation at a school
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