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T
he next day, Maharaj assembled the
senior sadhus and devotees for a
solemn meeting. The sadhus had

resolved not to allow Maharaj to leave the Sat-
sang fellowship. In this vein Brahmanand
Swami asked, “Maharaj, since you have firmly
decided to leave Satsang we would like to know
how we should behave to please you and make
you stay in Satsang?”

Shri Hari explained, “How can I stay when
two junior sadhus believe Muktanand Swami to
be like them? Such brazen disrespect is damag-
ing to Satsang. I am pleased when all maintain
respect for senior sadhus. I am very much
relieved by such honourable behaviour.”

“Maharaj, we will respect whoever you
appoint as senior sadhus. We will abide by your
wishes,” Nityanand Swami prayed.

Shri Hari smiled and added, “You are all sin-
cere aspirants. Having inspired you on the path

of moksha I do not wish to leave you astray. But
I feel there is a need for a system in Satsang.
Without this the sadhus and devotees would
lapse. So, today I have thought of appointing
four senior sadhus as sadgurus. Everyone should
obey their words and regard them with esteem.
All devotees should pay due respects to them,
offer gifts and when they come to your villages
you should go to receive them.”

The sadhus and devotees were happy to hear
Shri Hari’s words. Nityanand Swami requested,
“Maharaj, announce the names of the sadgurus
you wish to appoint.” Shriji Maharaj got off his
seat and took Muktanand Swami’s hand and
made him sit on his place. Muktanand Swami
felt uneasy and tried to get up. But Shri Hari
stopped him, “It is my command, therefore
please remain seated. You are my guru, so there
is nothing wrong in sitting on my seat.” 

Nityanand Swami reassured Swami, “Do

Shriji Maharaj had called his sadhus and

devotees from distant places to celebrate

the annakut festival in Adraj.

After the celebration Maharaj firmly
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Satsang fellowship...
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whatever pleases Maharaj. Today we have to
save the Satsang fellowship from a crisis.” Muk-
tanand Swami hesitatingly remained seated.
Shri Hari then offered puja and performed his
arti. All the while Muktanand Swami looked
down, feeling unworthy of the honours show-
ered upon him. Maharaj spoke to him, “There is
no need to feel shy and embarrassed. I am God,
and you have been revealing my glory to all.
You have spread my name and fame, and incul-
cated an abiding faith and conviction in thou-
sands. You have done austerities, eaten dry food
balls, worn jute cloth and passed all the trials I
had introduced. You have humbly offered bhakti
to me and spread it among others. This is your
greatness. Therefore, I am pleased when people
offer their respects to you and obey your
words.”

“But Maharaj, you are God incarnate. I am
your humble servant. I do not want such rever-
ence,” Muktanand Swami spoke his mind and
heart. 

Shri Hari replied, “Because you humbly offer
devotion to me that is why your greatness has
spread.” Shri Hari continued to praise
Muktanand Swami. Then Maharaj called
Nityanand Swami, Brahmanand Swami and
Paramchaitanyanand Swami. “I want to appoint
you too as sadgurus and offer puja and arti.” The
three senior sadhus complied unhesitatingly
because they wished to dissolve his sadness. After
performing pujan and arti Maharaj said, “Today, I
have appointed four sadgurus. Everyone must
abide by their wishes. A true sadguru makes all
abide by moral laws, have spiritual faith, inspires
bhakti and explains the true meaning of the shas-
tras from his enlightened experience. To follow
their words is the same as abiding by my words.” 

In the assembly Nirvikalpanand Swami and
Haryanand Swami looked down with shame.
Shri Hari continued his discourse, “One must
recognize bad company in Satsang. Not all sad-

hus are the same. It is important to exercise dis-
crimination in such matters. Associate with a
true sadhu and keep away from charlatans.” 

Finally, Shri Hari called the four sadgurus
and said, “I have some wooden bowls for hav-
ing meals in and gourds for drinking water. I
wish that you distribute them to the sadhus. I
will have more made for the rest. All sadhus
should eat from these bowls after adding water
to their food. Food should be eaten to sustain
the body and not for the purpose of satisfying
one’s taste. Today I want to introduce this
unique discipline for our sadhus.” The sadhus
agreed and expressed their wish to please him.
Thereafter Shriji Maharaj told all to travel to
the villages and spread satsang. Shri Hari
arranged for an oxen cart for Muktanand
Swami to travel in and appointed Ravaji par-
shad to protect him. 

Everyone left happily when Maharaj revoked
his decision to leave the Satsang fellowship.

Shri Hari left Adaraj and arrived to a warm
welcome at Kolvada. The local devotees carried
out a procession to honour him. Nanabhai
Vipra, a leading devotee, was pivotal in the
growth of satsang in the village. Then the devo-
tees invited Maharaj to sanctify their homes.
They brought laddus and sukhdis for Maharaj,
his sadhus and devotees. Shri Hari gave two
laddus to each sadhu and parshad. Then he told
the sadhus to sing bhajans.

A few hours later Shri Hari departed from
Kolvada with sadhus singing bhajans along the
way. Maharaj was riding on Manki. He made her
trot in reval style, and gave unique darshan of his
divine murti. Gunatitanand Swami was walking
along absorbed in Maharaj’s darshan. His pace
was in tandem with Manki. Shri Hari was pleased
with Swami’s faith and ardour. Then Maharaj
decided to amuse himself. He gently pressed his
stirrup into Manki’s belly and the mare increased
its pace. Gunatitanand Swami became a little per-
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plexed, thinking that if he started running he
would be without a companion sadhu, which was
a rule, and if he simply walked then he would be
left behind and miss Maharaj’s darshan. So he
beckoned a sadhu from the group and told him,
“If you run along with me then I will give you my
share of two laddus.” The sadhu agreed. Swami
gave him his two laddus and they both started
running along. Swami was savouring Maharaj’s
darshan and the companion sadhu was relishing
the laddus. Gunatitanand Swami then accelerat-
ed and overtook Manki. Now to have Maharaj’s
darshan he started running backwards. Shri Hari
smiled on seeing his eagerness for darshan. Shri
Hari felt that Swami is his abode, Akshardham
personified, but none as yet know his true form
and glory. Despite Swami’s unbroken rapport
with him, his thirst to have Maharaj’s darshan
was extraordinary. Swami is very modest, howev-
er, those who are discerning will realize his great-
ness and calibre. Soon, Shri Hari relaxed his grip
on the reins. Manki slowed down and stopped.
Shriji Maharaj alighted from his mare and
embraced Gunatitanand Swami. The sadhus and
devotees witnessed Shri Hari’s love for Swami.
Everyone felt that Maharaj was pleased upon him
because of his profound faith and devotion
towards him. However, no one was able to realize
Swami’s transcendental greatness. Shri Hari felt
it better to keep Swami’s greatness under wraps
for the time being.

Maharaj came to Unava. The devotees had
prepared a meal of biranj and puri. After lunch
the devotees donated dhotiyas. Maharaj travelled
to Mansa via Nardipur and Khoraj villages.
Gangadas Suthar, a carpenter, told Maharaj that
he would make as many wooden bowls for his
sadhus and bring them wherever he wished. Shri
Hari was pleased with his bhakti and blessed him.
From there Maharaj went to the villages of Gerita,
Pamol, Bamanva, Vadnagar and Visnagar. When
the devotees of the village came to know of his

arrival they carried out a procession in honour of
him. Maharaj came to Baldev’s house. His moth-
er, Udaykunvarba, was very happy and excited at
Maharaj’s darshan. Shri Hari asked Baldev, “How
is your maternal uncle?”

“Maharaj, since the day he met you his life has
changed drastically. He is now a very good devotee.”

Shri Hari was pleased and told Baldev, “It
will be better if we stay at the village rest
house. Everyone can come for darshan and we
can have the assemblies there.”

Baldev and Motiram made the arrange-
ments at the rest house. Udaykunvarba pre-
pared a meal for Maharaj. Shri Hari first served
meals to the sadhus and parshads. In the
evening the village head Laldas Subo, Baldev’s
maternal uncle, came for Maharaj’s darshan.
Maharaj was pleased to see him. Shri Hari told
him, “You are a subo (head administrator), so
don’t treat our devotees with contempt. Uptil
now you had misbehaved and persecuted them.
Whoever is disrespectful and hostile to a devo-
tee has faced misery and pain.”

On hearing Maharaj, Laldas replied,
“Maharaj, formerly I had been very hostile to
your devotees, but now I have given up my
nature. I ask you to forgive me for all my sins,
illumine my intellect and bless me so that I can
understand your glory.”

Shri Hari was pleased with his sincere
prayer. He said, “Laldas, you are an aspirant.
God will forgive you for all the wrongs you
have done out of ego and power of kingship. I
ask you now to give up your pride and seek for-
giveness of this assembly. You have troubled
and punished many devotees in this assembly.
My forgiveness lies in their forgiving you.” Lal-
das got up and asked for forgiveness from all
those present in the assembly. Shri Hari was
pleased and blessed Laldas. ◆

(To be contd.)

Translation from Bhagwan Swaminarayan by H.T. Dave 



T
he renowned poet, Pritamdas, points
out that people come to satsang, listen
to discourses and praise them. But,

when they leave some go to the bar and
movies, and indulge in gambling and addictions
and praise all that, too. In this way, the benefits
of satsang are lost. Outside satsang, you may
not do much else, but do not indulge in kusang.
Kusang robs you of whatever good you have
and it generates apathy towards satsang.
Instead of drinking the nectar of satsang, you
end up drinking the poison of kusang. Kusang
affects the mind in a negative way and even
what is good appears bad. Then one wonders
why nothing happens (despite of doing sat-
sang), but this is the result of indulging in
kusang.

Ravan was such a kusangi. He was learned,
but became of his lust for Sita, his intelligence
did not remain. He was clever enough to rule
the kingdom, yet the shastras say that he did
not have true wisdom. 

However, Hanumanji has been described as
truly wise: ‘Buddhimatam varishtha’ – the wisest
of the wise. He was a monkey, and are they
counted as intelligent? No. While Ravan had
studied the Vedas, was adept at ruling his king-
dom and learned in many other matters. So, in
the Ramayan, why has Hanumanji been
described as the wisest of the wise? Because he
recognized Bhagwan Ram and served him.
Thus, God was pleased.

There are many intelligent people in this
world, but unless God and his ideal Sadhu are
recognized that intelligence is not of use. Shas-
triji Maharaj said that the simple-minded Nath
Bhakta was wise, while the competent Diwanji
of Vadodara was unwise. The Diwan served
three states: Scindhia, Holkar and Gaekwad. He
was efficient and effective. None of the public
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Pramukh Swami Maharaj
addresses a satsang gathering in

Nairobi, Kenya, on 30 October 1998




